COIN OPERATED DEVICES (KIDDIE RIDES, KIDDIE CARS, ARCADE SIMULATORS AND SIMILAR EQUIPMENT)
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FOREWORD

By Barry Baker HM Principal Inspector of health and safety 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) together with the amusement industry have published guidance for the safe operation of passenger carrying amusement devices. This guidance, “Fairgrounds and Amusement Parks Code of Safe Practice” (HSG 175) sets out what the HSE and the industry consider are appropriate measures to work safely and comply with the law.

The following gives those involved in the Coin-operated Amusement Device sector appropriate advice to comply with HSG 175 and related health and safety law.   

-----------------------------------------------------

The duty to ensure rides are maintained in a safe condition lies with the owner /controller of the ride. 

To comply with health and safety law all passenger carrying amusement devices must undergo an annual examination by competent personnel.

To comply with these requirements the industry has with the agreement of the HSE adopted an examination procedure known as ADIPS (amusement device inspection procedures scheme). 

TWO TYPES OF REGISTERED ‘ADIPS’ INSPECTION BODIES EXIST: -

1. Category 1.  Inspection body registered by ‘ADIPS LTD’                                                     ADIPS LTD                                                                                                                  North of England Business & Innovation Centre                                                         Wearfield, Sunderland Enterprise Park (East) Sunderland SR5 2TA                       TEL No 0191 516 6381

Category 1 Inspection bodies are and must remain independent of the controller/ proprietor etc, of the amusement devices they examine. This category may carry out examinations (such that they are qualified and registered for) on the full range of passenger carrying amusement devices.

FOR COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICES CATEGORY 2 INSPECTION BODIES MAY BE EMPLOYED.

2. Category 2   Inspection body registered by ‘BACTA’                                           BACTA                                                                                                                     Kings Cross House                                                                                                          211 Kings Cross Road                                                                                               London WC1X 9DN                                                                                                        TEL No 0207 713 7144

Category 2 Inspection bodies are not required to be independent of the controller/ proprietor etc, of the amusement devices they examine. This category may only carry out examinations on certain types of amusement devices namely Coin-operated children’s rides, Coin-operated Battery powered children’s self drive mini-cars and Coin-operated arcade simulators. A definition of each of these amusement devices further restricts the types of amusement device a Category 2 Inspection body may examine.

DEFINITIONS

Coin-Operated Kiddie Ride
     A coin operated kiddie ride is a slow moving              
                                                 appliance fitted on a stationery base operated by coins 
                                                 or tokens etc.  Designed for the unattended use of one 
                                                 or two persons between the ages of 3 and 10 years.

                                                 (Category 2 Inspectors generally may only examine 

                                                 machines with a non-violent movement and a maximum seat                                        

                                                 height of 1.5metres (stationary or when in operation) with a 

                                                 maximum seating capacity of two persons although                                      

                                                 certain slow moving children's devices having more than two          

                                                 seats are covered (See NOTE). Where there are more than          

                                                 two positions due to linking to similar machines such

                                                 arrangements would also be covered. )                    

NOTE (Coin-Operated Kiddie Ride)
A) Although a ride is designed primarily for use of children between 3 & 10 years this is not exclusive and does not mean that a parent or guardian should not accompany the child if the ride is suitable, particularly if in doing so greater child safety results.
B) In certain circumstances it may be allowable for rides to seat more than two persons in which case special conditions apply.   Rides having more than two seats must incorporate extra safety measures as follows: -
1.   An instruction sign stating. ‘Before inserting coin make sure all passengers are securely seated’, or similar must be displayed in a prominent position near the coin entry/entries.
2.   A further ‘Risk Assessment’ must be undertaken, assuming the real possibility that children may still be boarding the ride when a coin is being inserted to start the ride.
3.   The location of the coin entries should be easily accessible to the child/children when they are securely in their seats.
4.   The ride must be designed in such a manner (i.e. slow or gentle movement, or incorporate other safety measures) that ensures a child will not sustain injury if boarding or alighting when the ride is enabled.
Coin-Operated Kiddie Car            A coin-operated kiddie car is a battery-powered vehicle with a maximum speed consistent with that laid down in 

                                                    pr. EN 13814 and operated by coins or tokens etc.  Designed for the unattended use of children between the ages of 3 and 10 years within the strict confines of a specially designed track. 
Coin-Operated Arcade                 A coin-operated arcade Simulator is an amusement  
Simulator                                   device incorporating a non-violent motion that enhances the perception of realism, with seat height not exceeding 1.5 metres where lifting movement is involved, fitted on a stationery base operated by coins or tokens etc.  Designed for the unattended use of no more than two persons. (see NOTE)
NOTE  (Coin-Operated Arcade Simulator)
A non-violent movement is one that is not likely to cause a user to be dislodged or fall over if they are temporarily distracted or temporarily release the handholds (steering wheel, handlebars, ski-poles etc.) resulting in an injury e.g. cause people to strike their head etc on the sides of the seats etc. A risk assessment should be carried out by the manufacturer, supplier or importer to determine if the device presents any undue hazards to either the passengers or the general public. 
      If any doubt exists then an inspection body registered under the Category 1 ADIPS scheme with suitable expertise available should be employed to conduct a design review and assessment of conformity to design to determine whether the initial test and annual thorough examination could be carried out by a BACTA registered body or if full Fairground Certification is required.                        
Unattended
                 Unattended means the appliance operates without the  
                                    presence of a person whose duty includes the overseeing of the 
                                    operation and use of the appliance.
IN BRIEF

Inspection bodies registered with ADIPS LTD (Category 1 ADIPS) may perform ADIPS examinations on all types of Passenger carrying amusement devices, including Coin-operated devices.

Inspection bodies registered with BACTA (Category 2 ADIPS) may only perform ADIPS examinations on Coin-operated Amusement Devices that meet the above criteria. 

BACTA publish 2 further booklets explaining in detail the safety information and test procedures: -

‘INSPECTION PROCEDURES GUIDANCE’

‘COIN-OPERATED DEVICES A SAFETY GUIDE’

For these publications and or further information on inspection bodies or to register as an inspection body contact BACTA, KINGS CROSS HOUSE, 211 KINGS CROSS ROAD, LONDON WC1X 9DN        TEL No 0207 713 7144.

All inspection bodies carrying out examinations on Coin-operated devices under the ADIPS scheme must be fully conversant with the information contained within these publications.
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